
AP Language & Composition
Summer 2023 Reading Assignment

Welcome to AP Language and Composition! The focus of this class is an intensive analysis of
rhetoric-the art of persuasion. This will be done through an examination of various text types
from fiction, prose, poetry, drama, and all forms of nonfiction. You will learn how to analyze
writing by discerning the author’s use of choices and techniques and eventually applying these
same strategies into your own writing. Additionally, special attention will be focused on
preparing students for the AP Language and Composition exam in the spring.

Over the summer, all prospective students are required to complete work in preparation for the
course. Below is a breakdown of everything you need to know.

Contact Information

Hripsime Moskovian
Hripsimem@villagechristian.org

Book for Summer Reading

Read and annotate chapters 1-5, 8, and 11 of the following book:

Heinrichs, Jay. Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer
Simpson Can Teach Us about the Art of Persuasion. New York: Broadway
Books, 2020. Print.

Please purchase the 4th edition pictured on the right.

While this book isn’t necessarily academic, it provides a relatable and
humorous introduction to rhetoric and argumentation. You won’t be graded
on your annotations; however, students are encouraged to mark up the book
with insightful observations and takeaways. Above all, familiarize yourself
with the concept of rhetoric and the many ways in which an individual can be persuasive.
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Summer Reading Assignment

Read chapters 1-5, 8, and 11 of Thank You for Arguing. You must complete each of the following
tasks for each of the assigned chapters. Be sure to respond to each task thoroughly and
completely; your work will count as a test grade for the first quarter. Make sure your ideas are
both organized and presented clearly and thoroughly. Please keep in mind that this is an AP
class; therefore, I expect well-developed responses. If you pace yourself over the summer, this
assignment will not be overly laborious.

It is expected that you complete your summer assignments individually. Although you may
struggle, put forth your best effort and make sure that you complete all of what is detailed below.
Coming in with incomplete work and claiming, “I didn’t get it,” is unacceptable.

For this summer reading assignment, you will be relating what Heinrichs discusses throughout
his book with real-life examples of rhetorical concepts. That is, you will need to choose a
rhetorical concept from each chapter—yes, you may choose what you write about—find a
real-life example of an orator/author exemplifying the concept of your choice, and finish the
assignment by explaining how the example exhibits the concept. If this sounds a little confusing,
read the directions below.

Complete the following tasks and make sure that your product looks like the example provided.

1. Choose any rhetorical concept that Heinrichs explores in each of the assigned chapters of
the book. You have free reign here. Identify the chapter and the concept on which you
would like to focus.

2. Summarize—do not directly quote—the concept as presented in the text and follow that
summary with a parenthetical citation. Follow this format: summary of concept in your
OWN words (Heinrichs page #).

3. Find a real-world example of the concept in action—please note, however, that your
example must be text-based; no pictures or visuals. (You may use speeches, but you must
make sure they have transcripts so you can copy the text from it.) Copy the text that
illustrates your concept of focus and follow it with an MLA Works Cited entry.

Note: Make sure to cite all of your information accurately. If you need help, use the website
below to guide you.

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/06/
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Sample Analysis for Each Rhetorical Concept

1. Chapter 3: Arguing with Past-Tense Verbs
2. Forensic rhetoric relies on past tense verbs. It usually places blame on an individual

(Heinrichs 28-29).
3. “Good morning, everybody. At midnight last night, for the first time in 17 years,

Republicans in Congress chose to shut down the federal government. Let me be more
specific: One faction, of one party, in one house of Congress, in one branch of
government, shut down major parts of the government -- all because they didn’t like one
law. This Republican shutdown did not have to happen. But I want every American to
understand why it did happen. Republicans in the House of Representatives refused to
fund the government unless we defunded or dismantled the Affordable Care Act. They’ve
shut down the government over an ideological crusade to deny affordable health
insurance to millions of Americans. In other words, they demanded ransom just for doing
their job.”

Obama, Barack. "Statement on the U.S. Government Shutdown." Washington DC,
Washington DC. 2 Oct. 2013. AmericanRhetoric. Web. 12 June 2016.

4. In the example from Obama’s address about the government shutdown, he consistently
presents past tense verbs such as “chose,” “refused,” “demanded,” etc. The purpose of
such is to vilify the republicans of the House in the presence of the public. Once the
blame is placed on those individuals, it is the hope of Obama that the general public will
demand social justice from those who represent them. In his blame, he paints those who
instigated the shut down as individuals who are obstinate and unconcerned with the
general healthcare of all individuals. In fact, these representatives seem mostly apathetic
towards those they represent. Furthermore, in blaming the republicans, Obama makes
himself—and his party—seem more innocent in the escalation of events that have led to a
government shutdown.

Due Dates & Deadlines

❖ Copy of the book brought to class on the first day of school - NO EXCEPTIONS (unless
you’ve recently enrolled at Village and have an extension).

❖ Printed summer reading assignment brought to class on the first day of school - the
assignment will be uploaded online once school begins.

❖ Students enrolled at VCS after August 1st have until the end of the first quarter to
complete the work without penalty.

3



Plagiarism

Students suspected of any form of plagiarism (getting information from the Internet or using
others’ ideas) will be held accountable. Plagiarism includes:

❖ Using someone else’s ideas word-for-word.
❖ Paraphrasing someone else’s ideas into your own words.
❖ Submitting previous work from another class without permission from the previous

teacher.
❖ Neglecting to cite sources.

Tips From Former Students

❖ Make sure to stay on top of your work and ask questions when you feel the need to. You
probably won't understand everything but that's just the nature of a class like this so just
try your best and get help when you need it and you'll be alright. Also make sure to
communicate with the teacher.

❖ Go to every extra credit opportunity you can, and annotate the books you read.
Everything in this class is interconnected, so don't slack off because it will affect other
areas of your grade.

❖ Do not get behind on reading, it will catch up to you.
❖ Ask for feedback when you are confused as to what is done right/wrong.
❖ Read/watch the news regularly because anything that you remember can be used as

evidence.
❖ Do your homework and annotate with intent.
❖ Actually do the homework on time and efficiently as it will really help you understand

the main topics that the class is centered on this year.
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